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Pacific Northwest Diver: In This Issue
Welcome to summer and clearing visibility! The July issue of Pacific Northwest Diver contains contributions from a range of 565 miles: Port McNeill in the 

north to Portland, Oregon, in the south. Our featured photographer is Jackie Hildering, with spectacular images above and below the water. Kerry Enns 
shows what great photos a new underwater photographer can take with a Cannon point and shoot. Kelley Scarzafava, co-owner of Anacortes Diving and Supply, 
showcases some of her outstanding work, along with offering a class. Ross Smith has a great eye and captures unusual critters. Puget Sound Dive Charters is this 
month’s featured operator. In addition to Kelley’s class, there is news about Optical Ocean camera test, Underwater Sports contest, and a new canister light.

In this Issue:
Hornby Island to Portland

Jackie Hildering
Port McNeill, BC

Kerry Enns
Abbotsford, BC

Kelley Scarzafava
Anacortes, WA

Puget Sound Dive Charters
Bainbridge Island, WA

Ross Smith
Portland, OR

To Subscribe:
PNWUPS Free Membership

Pacific Northwest Diver is a publication of the 
Pacific Northwest Underwater Photographic 
Society (PNWUPS). In order to subscribe to this 
e-publication, please complete the Subscribe 
fields on the PNWUPS home page. Membership 
is free, and e-mail addresses are not shared with 
other groups or businesses. We need an accurate 
count of subscribers to assist with photo and 
video festivals sponsorships.

This publication is free, and no advertising or 
trade-outs are accepted. This is made possible 
because of generous contributors willing to 
share their work without charge.

If you have any questions about subscribing, 
please contact publisher Dan Clements.

From the Archives:
Columbia River Snag Boat Diver: 1893

The photo above is one of the earliest available 
for snag divers. Often working in high current ar-
eas with close to zero visibility the divers would 
attach cables to submerged logs. The snags would 
then be pulled from fishing areas.

While the 1893 diver pictured above received air 
from a pump on the barge, this activity later led 
to some of the first SCUBA diving in the Pa-
cific Northwest out of Astoria. Divers with tanks 
would clear fishing areas of debris. This was par-
ticularly exciting, as there was no reliable way to 
determine how much air was in one’s tanks! More 
maneuverable than receiving air from a surface 
pump, and much more exciting!
     Photo:      OldOregonPhotos.com 
     History:    Mike Hughes

http://pnwups.com/
http://pnwups.com/
mailto:dan%40e-clements.com?subject=
http://www.oldoregonphotos.com/location/columbiariver/snag-boat-and-diver-on-the-columbia-at-quinn-1893.html
http://www.divenewsnetwork.com/component/content/article/242-northwest/1184-the-oregon-coast.html
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Jackie Hildering

Blog: http://themarinedetective.com/
e-Mail: earthlingenterprises@telus.net

J ackie Hildering is a remark-
able marine conservation-
ist based in Port McNeill, 

British Columbia. Her educa-
tional and photo work is centered 
around stimulating an under-
standing of connectedness to 
the marine environment so that 
people might undertake more 
positive environmental action. 

In 2010, Jackie was the recipi-
ent of the Vancouver Aquarium’s 
Murray A. Newman Award for 
Excellence in Aquatic Conserva-
tion and also was presented with 
a certificate of recognition from 
the DFO Director of Oceans, 
Habitat and Enhancement for her 
“contribution to the preservation 
to the enhancement of the salmo-
nid resource of Northern Van-
couver Island, British Columbia, 
which has helped ensure a better 
future for all Canadians.”

After spending 14 years in the 
Netherlands teaching science and 
biology, Jackie returned to BC 
and set up Earthling Enterprises, 
dedicated to environmental edu-
cation and empowerment.

Under the “nom de plume” of 
“The Marine Detective”, she puts 
out an excellent blog and highly 

engaging Facebook page. It is 
well worth your time to subscribe 
to both: 
(https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective).

Jackie has been diving since 
her return to British Columbia 
in 1999 and has been shoot-
ing underwater for about 6 1/2 
years. Her camera evolution has 
recently gone from a Sea & Sea 
DX1200 setup to an Olympus 
E-PL2 pen camera in an Olym-
pus PT-EP03 housing, and two 
Ion Z-240 Type 2 strobes. For 
post processing she uses Light-
room 3 on a Mac 10.5.8 platform.

For her above the waterline 
photos, she uses a Nikon D-300, 
most often with a AF-S VR Nik-
kor 70-200mm f/2.8G ED lens.

The photo challenges Jackie 
deals with are how to capture 
Pacific Northwest subjects in a 
way that conveys their beauty 
and helps inspire viewers to be 
better stewards of our marine 
environment.

The cover shot of a Pacific 
white-sided dolphin captures our 
infatuation with marine mam-
mals. The photos on the next few 
pages help show the beauty and 

diversity of creatures below the 
water-line: animals that much of 
the general public will never see 
live for themselves.

In Jackie’s advices on underwater 
photography, she passionately 
states that “more important than 
anything is to know the “why” of 
your photography; to understand 
the magnitude of impact we un-
derwater photographers can have 
in creating positive change”. 

“With our extraordinary privilege 
of being able to dive in these 
waters, our images can literally 
illuminate the world below the 
surface and shatter the miscon-
ception that these dark, plankton-
rich, cold waters do not have an 
extraordinary abundance and 
diversity of life.” 

“With our photography, we can 
“speak” for the organisms below 
the surface; we can testify to how 
little is known about them; and 
we can inspire positive environ-
mental change. It’s not about just 
taking pretty pictures - for which 
you just need good lighting, com-
position and chance – it’s about 
knowing what you are photo-
graphing and making it count.”  

Pacific Northwest Diver: Featuring Jackie Hildering

mailto:earthlingenterprises%40telus.net?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective
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Clown Shrimp (± 3 cm) on a Crimson Anemone by Jackie Hildering

Pacific Northwest Diver: Featuring Jackie Hildering

https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective
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Red Irish Lord and Crab by Jackie Hildering

Pacific Northwest Diver: Featuring Jackie Hildering

https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective
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Giant Pacific Octopus by Jackie Hildering

Pacific Northwest Diver: Featuring Jackie Hildering

https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective
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Steller Sea Lions by Jackie Hildering  

Pacific Northwest Diver: Featuring Jackie Hildering

https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Featuring Jackie Hildering

Jackie also researches humpback whales for the not-for-profit Marine Education and Research Society. This breaching whale is “KC” (BCY0291) born in 2002.  
by Jackie Hildering

http://www.mersociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/the.marine.detective
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Pacific Northwest Diver: News Corner
Divers’ Fair: Underwater Sports

July 27-29

Underwater Sports in Seattle will be hosting the 
34th annual Divers’ Fair on July 27, 28, and 29. As 
part of this event there is an underwater photo con-
test, so get those prints ready! There is an entrance 
fee of $6.00 for each photo submitted, and there 
are two categories with two prizes.

The two contest categories are Tropical and Pacific 
Northwest. As mentioned above, there are first and 
second place prizes in both categories. 

This is a “print” only contest. The other main 
requirement is that, to be eligible to win, photos 
must be framed and/or matted. Framing is pre-
ferred. Additional information and prizes will be 
posted on Underwater Sports Divers’ Fair web 
page shortly. 

If you have questions, feel free to contact the staff 
at Underwater Sports at 206.362.3310, or by e-
mail at uws@underwatersports.com.

Good Luck!

Underwater Photography: Anacortes Diving
July 30-31, August 4

Kelley Scarzafava (see pages 18-22) and husband 
Bob own Anacortes Diving & Supply. They are both 
accomplished photographers and videographers. 
Kelley will be instructing this class.

In this course you will learn about the effects of 
light underwater, how the system works, and how 
to put together, tear down and care for your camera 
system. Kelley will work on body positioning, and, 
of course, the most important element of underwater 
photography: bouyancy control. 

Last but not least, what the heck do we do with all 
those photos? We’ll cover data transfer of images 
and image editing.

This course is 2-classroom sessions, 1-two hour 
pool session and 2-dives in the open water. Require-
ments: camera and strobe system. they have rental 
camera systems available for the course if you do 
not have your own system.

To enroll, call 360.293.2070.

Underwater Photography: Optical Ocean
July 14

 

Optical Ocean is sponsoring a very unique opportu-
nity to “test drive” one of Nauticam’s housings. 

Most popular systems and formats will be available 
from Nikon, Canon, Panasonic and Olympus; with 
Full-frame, DX, m4/3rds and compact cameras. 
Strobes and lights will also be available for trial.

The event will take place at Edmonds Underwater 
Park. The class is suitable for beginners to advanced 
divers. Expert advice will be available from Chris 
Parsons, Nauticams USA’s rep, as well as from the 
Optical Ocean Sales staff. 

This is a great opportunity to try out a range of dif-
ferent gear prior to purchase or moving up to a new 
system. There is a $25 deposit to reserve a specific 
camera, and this will be applied as a credit to any 
purchase made from Optical Ocean.

Hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Park, but you 
MUST sign-up in advance. Availability is first come! 
Reserve a spot by calling the store at 800.359.1295.

http://underwatersports.com/divers-fair/
http://www.underwatersports.com/scuba_main.html
http://www.underwatersports.com/divers_fair.html
mailto:uws%40underwatersports.com?subject=
http://www.anacortesdiving.com/
http://www.anacortesdiving.com/
http://www.anacortesdiving.com/courses/advanced-scuba/underwater-photography
http://www.underwatersports.com/
http://www.underwatersports.com/
http://www.opticaloceansales.com/index.php%3FsearchStr%3DNauticam%2BDemo%2BDay%26_a%3DviewCat%26Submit%3DGo
http://www.opticaloceansales.com/index.php%3FsearchStr%3DNauticam%2BDemo%2BDay%26_a%3DviewCat%26Submit%3DGo
http://www.nauticamusa.com/
http://www.underwatersports.com/
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Operator- Puget Sound Dive Charters

- Skipper & Diver Adam Yates  

Puget Sound Dive Charters, 
based out of Eagle Harbor 
on Bainbridge Island, offers 

underwater photographers and divers 
an excellent platform to explore the 
many outstanding dive sites central 
Puget Sound has to offer. Diving is 
off the almost new 45 foot aluminum 
hulled Salish Explorer.

Owner and skipper Adam Yates 
holds a 100 ton Captain’s license, 
is an EMT, and PADI open water 
instructor. Also assisting at the helm 
are Mike MacEvitt and Ben Sias. 
Salish Explorer can accommodate 
up to six divers, and sleeps nine for 
overnight outings.

While most dives begin at Exotic 
Aquatic Scuba in Winslow where the 

Perfect Drummer Film Works, Ryan Amberfield

requisite waivers and paperwork are 
filled out, Puget Sound Dive Charters 
will pick up groups in West Seattle 
and other locations so divers based 
across Puget Sound can avoid ferry 
and construction traffic.

Perhaps the best way of showing 
off the Salish Explorer and the local 
dive sites is to check out the video 
to the right that Ryan Amberfield of 
the Perfect Drummer Film Works 
prepared.

As you can see from the video foot-
age, there is ample room for cameras 
and equipment, as well as dry areas 
for changing ports and lenses.

The images which follow will give 
you some idea of the wide variety of 
subjects available for photographers 
in central Puget Sound.

There are numerous outstanding 
dive locations in close proximity to 
Winslow. There are over 15 buoyed 
dive sites. Frequent diving locations 
include: Pickup Sticks, China Reef, 
Agate Pass, Metridrium, Treasure 
Reef, and Shangri-La. 

Web:     http://www.pugetsounddivecharters.com/
e-Mail:  pugetsounddivecharters@gmail.com
Phone:   206.842.1980

Possession Point Ferry

Agate Pass

Blakely Rock
Waterman Wall

Eagle Harbor: Marina

http://www.pugetsounddivecharters.com/
http://www.pugetsounddivecharters.com/
http://www.pugetsounddivecharters.perfectdrummer.com/
http://www.exoticaquaticsscuba.com/
http://www.exoticaquaticsscuba.com/
http://perfectdrummer.com/
http://www.pugetsounddivecharters.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DfT_HgxmjDYE
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DfT_HgxmjDYE
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Pacific Northwest Diver Operator/Resort Corner, continued

Sea Nettle Jelly by O’Brian Brothers

Diver and Metridium by O’Brian Brothers

Rockfish by J C Figueroa
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Pacific Northwest Diver Operator, continued

Kelp in the Current by J C Figueroa

Nudibranch Lesson by J C Figueroa

Sea Star and Sea Pen by J C Figueroa
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Kerry Enns

- Kerry Enns by Mike Barrass

Web:    Facebook Link to Photos
e-Mail: kenns61@gmail.com

Kerry’s first experience 
diving was at Ulua Bay 
in Maui on a PADI 

Discovery Dive in August 2009. 
Her instructor encouraged her to 
take up diving because she was 
relaxed in the water and as a BC 
resident has access to some of the 
best diving. In November 2010 
she followed through on that sug-
gestion. 

About 50 dives later, she decided 
that she wanted to try a little 
photography, so she borrowed 
an Intova IC500 camera with 
housing. Although this camera 
worked well for snorkeling in 
the clear waters of Maui, it just 
didn’t cut it for the darker waters 
of the PNW.

With limited finances, she decid-
ed to use her Canon Powershot 
A610. She acquired the Canon 
housing for that model for $150 
through eBay. With no external 
flash, she soon learned that all 
she could take were close up pic-
tures, but used this time to work 
on buoyancy. A diving friend put 
her in touch with another diver 
with a similar model of camera, 
Mike Barrass and with his help 
she gained understanding of the 

camera settings while working 
on the diving skills necessary for 
photography. 

By August 2011 she was able to 
purchase a used Sealife strobe 
with a fibre-optic cable. Crudely 
attached with blobs of silicone, 
the cable worked well. The next 
step in equipment came soon 
after with the addition of ULSC 
arm segments to give more flex-
ibility in the angle of the strobe. 

Her current setup is her old 
Canon Powershot A610, Canon 
housing, Sealife Strobe and with 
a double segment arm.

Kerry dives at least one day/
week. This affords her lots of 
consistent practice and little time 
to forget things in between dives. 
She is an active member of the 
Fraser Valley Scuba Club, and 
manages their website. In fact, 
many of the photos in the headers 
are hers. 

With encouragement from a club 
member, she entered several pho-
tos in the Tacoma Dive & Travel 
Expo, and won Judge’s Choice 
for one of the cold water wide 
angle shots.

Understanding her camera’s limi-
tations, she focuses on shooting 
closer subjects. Her settings for 
macro photography are usually 
1/100, ISO 100, F8.0 and Macro. 
She is experimenting with aper-
ture priority and trying to take 
more wide angle shots, but lately 
the viz hasn’t been cooperating! 

For post processing, she uses 
Aperture on her Mac computer 
to screen her pictures and make 
quick adjustments. She prefers 
it over iPhoto. For the contest 
photos, however, she used Photo-
shop CS3 which is able to mask 
out sections for adjustment. This 
helped to reduce some of the 
backscatter or adjust the contrast 
to show up the subject. 

She considers herself a very new 
underwater photographer still 
on that steep learning curve. She 
has found the diving with an 
extremely competent diver, like 
Mike, really helped to improve 
the dive skills necessary for 
photography. Also, she has been 
leaving her camera on shore 
more often, and is able to really 
focus on finding those tiny little 
creatures that she missed before. 

Pacific Northwest Diver: British Columbia

mailto:kenns61%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/%3Fset%3Da.10150660016191483.389747.675511482%26type%3D3
mailto:kenns61%40gmail.com?subject=
http://fvscuba.org
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Pacific Northwest Diver: British Columbia

Lion’s Mane Jelly by Kerry Enns
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Pacific Northwest Diver: British Columbia

Moon Jelly by Kerry Enns
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Pacific Northwest Diver: British Columbia

Pencil Urchin by Kerry Enns

Dall’s Dendroid Laying Eggs by Kerry Enns
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Kelley Scarzafava

Web:    http://www.anacortesdiving.com/
e-Mail: info@anacortesdiving.com

Kelley grew up in the 
Northwest and started 
diving in the late 1980’s. 

At that time spear fishing was 
very big, and it was her major 
underwater activity. Then it hap-
pened. To quote Kelley: 

“I was working for a local dive 
shop and a customer walked in 
with his Nikonos V and said I 
could give it a try. I finally took 
it out for a dive and was hooked! 
My spear fishing days were over 
and photography was my new 
hobby. 

Of course I had to have one of 
those fancy Nikonos camera 
systems and have been shooting 
underwater ever since. My cam-
era system today is a Sea & Sea 
D70 housing, Nikon D70 camera 
with dual YS-250 strobes. 

Over the years certain things 
have really changed for me and 
the way that I approach under-
water photography. In the begin-
ning I was super serious. Today 
it’s all about having fun. If I’m 
not having fun then why am I 
even doing it. I actually find 
myself sometimes just sitting 
there watching some critter doing 
something incredible and forget 
to even shoot a picture. 

For example, we were in the 
Turks & Caicos a few years ago 
and I saw something in the water 
column and could not figure 
out what it was. All of a sud-
den a mother Humpback, baby 
and male escort appeared. I was 
mesmerized by this incredible 
sight and just watched them 
swim away: forgetting that I had 
a camera in my hand. I finally got 
off one shot but it was too late 
and they were too far away, how-
ever the experience is something 
I will never forget. 

If your wanting to get into Un-
derwater Photography and don’t 
know what to buy, my first ques-
tion is “what kind of pictures do 
you want to take? And what are 
you willing to lug around with 
you underwater?” There are so 
many options today for the un-
derwater photographer, so choose 

wisely and you will have years 
of fun underwater. After all, isn’t 
that the point?

As far as post production on 
my photos, I am terrible with a 
computer so I don’t have a lot of 
patience with pulling out every 
grain of schmuck that might be 
in the picture. I might do a bit 
of cropping or brightening here 
or there, but the bottom line is if 
the picture isn’t good in the first 
place, hit delete. I’ve seen many 
photographers spend their entire 
dive vacation behind a computer 
screen locked in their cabin “pro-
cessing” photos. 

If I am on a multi-day trip I 
try and quickly go through and 
delete out everything that is over 
exposed, black or out of focus. 
I go back through and try and 
pick out my favorites for the day 
and put them in a separate folder 
so when I’m home I don’t have 
3000 photos to start looking at. 

A common topic that seems to 
surface time and time again about 
Underwater Photographers con-
cerns bad etiquette while shoot-
ing. Here are some tips that we 
use when we lead our dive travel 
groups. You have to remember 
if a diver doesn’t have a camera 
in their hand, that they have the 

right to look at the animal too. So 
many divers swoop down in front 
of them and try to get the shot 
before the other diver is done 
looking. 

Our rule of thumb is if you find 
the critter yourself, shoot as long 
as you like and when you’re 
done, look around for someone 
else to share it with. If the dive 
guide finds the subject, come in 
and take a few shots then move 
off so the other divers can see it 
too. When you move off the sub-
ject make sure to do it carefully 
so you don’t stir up the bottom 
for the next person. Which of 
course leads us into the number 
#1 issue and that is buoyancy 
control. 

You should never have a camera 
in your hand if your buoyancy is 
not dialed in. Take a look be-
hind you every now and then, if 
a large dust cloud is following 
you around then your fins are 
in the dirt. By following these 
few guidelines this should help 
everyone have an incredible time 
underwater. 

As I write this article my new 
Sea & Sea D7000 housing and 
Nikon D7000 camera has just 
walked through the door: it’s just 
like Christmas! Happy shooting!

Pacific Northwest Diver: Washington

http://www.anacortesdiving.com/
mailto:info%40anacortesdiving.com?subject=
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Washington

- Sea Lion by Kelley Scarzafava 
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Washington

- Mosshead Warbonnet by Kelley Scarzafava 
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Washington

- Grunt Sculpin by Kelley Scarzafava 
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Washington

- Six Gill Shark by Kelley Scarzafava 
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Ross grew up on a fishing boat in 
Southeast Alaska where he worked 
with his family and developed a 

keen interest in fishes, invertebrates, and 
other sea creatures.  

After volunteering on an archaeological 
survey expedition in Glacier Bay National 
Park, Ross moved to Washington, and later 
Oregon to pursue a career as an archaeolo-
gist, eventually earning a Master’s Degree 
from Portland State University.  

In 2006, Ross learned to dive in an elec-
tive SCUBA class taught at Portland State 
University and did his certification dives 
at Mike’s Beach Resort in Hood Canal.  
While working for an archaeological 
consulting firm in Seattle, Ross joined the 
Marker Buoy Dive Club, whose active 
and generous members encouraged him to 
explore a number of spectacular dive sites 
around Puget Sound.  

Whenever he returned from a dive trip his 
family members and coworkers always 
asked him what he saw when he went div-
ing, but Ross found that his descriptions 
never fully conveyed the incredible vari-
ety of life that inhabits the waters along 
the Northwest Coast or the vibrant colors 
found below the water’s surface.  

Ross was also an active participant in the 

REEF critter survey program and thought 
it would be useful to have a small point-
and-shoot camera to capture photos of 
critters that would help him identify them 
after a dive.   

On a tight budget, Ross acquired a second-
hand Canon Powershot S70 and Canon un-
derwater housing for $100, and later added 
a tray, arm and focus light from Optical 
Ocean Sales.  

The Powershot S70 can shoot in RAW 
format, and basic kit is compact and works 
very well for capturing macro images in 
of the sessile or slow moving invertebrates 
and small fishes found at popular dive sites 
like Keystone Jetty, Sunrise Beach and 
Day Island Wall, but is not well suited for 
shooting distance or in limited visibility 
where the internal flash illuminates sus-
pended particulates.  

Ross uses Rawshooter Essentials (Free-
ware) and Adobe Photoshop for post pro-
cessing and to adjust contrast and bright-
ness to reduce backscatter.  

In 2011, Ross resettled in Portland, but still 
manages to visit the saltwater over long 
weekends or during work trips to Washing-
ton.  If you ask him what he saw on a dive 
he is proud to show you his photo albums 
and tell you all about them!

Pacific Northwest Diver: Oregon

Ross Smith

e-Mail: archaeofish.ross@gmail.com

mailto:archaeofish.ross%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:archaeofish.ross%40gmail.com?subject=


Page 24

Pacific Northwest Diver: Oregon

- Bay Pipefish by Ross Smith
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Oregon

- Pygmy Poacher by Ross Smith

- Big Eye Poacher by Ross Smith
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Oregon

- Juvenile Puget Sound King Crab by Ross Smith
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Oregon

- Juvenile Wolf Eel by Ross Smith
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Pacific Northwest Diver Travel Corner
2012 TRAVEL

There are two more 2012 outings, both 
in October: La Paz, and Nautilus Swell. 
Here are the details. 

La Paz: October
La Paz has resident whale sharks from 
September through March, and we saw 
3-10 each time we went out to photo-
graph them. Sea lions at Los Islotes, 
scallopped hammerheads, and many 
other photo subjects are present.

Dates are October 27 to November 
3. Cost is $1,050, excluding air fare. 
Posada Luna Sol will provide accommo-
dations, and diving will be with Buceo 
Carey, an SSI operator located in the 
marina just a short walk from the hotel. 
This set-up will enable us to stay in 
town. La Paz is a nice setting with great 
restaurants. There is one opening.

Nautilus Swell: October
Virginia and Andy Lamb have put to-
gether a trip from October 14-21 on the 
luxurious Nautilus Swell. Prices range 
from $2,000 per person, double occu-
pance, to $2,450 for single occupancy or 
suites.

There are a limited number of spaces, so 
if you are interested, either e-mail Andy, 
or call him direct at 250.246.9770.

La Paz Whale Sharks Up-close & Personal
  La Paz’s resident whale sharks are beautiful, and a few minutes from
  the hotel. Here is Scott Geitler up close and personal with a subject.

Sea Lion Pup Playing with a Fin at Los Islotes
  Young sea lions approached divers to frolic and play.

Nautilus Swell Bunk
  Nautilus Swell is not your average live-aboard. Great crew and food!

Nautilus Swell at anchor.
This is an outstanding opportunity photograph and travel with well known 
naturalist and author Andy Lamb.

http://www.posadalunasol.com/
http://www.buceocarey.com/02.html
http://www.buceocarey.com/02.html
http://www.nautilusswell.com/
mailto:lamb929%40telus.net?subject=
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Pacific Northwest Diver Technical Corner
New Canister Dive Light by Jim Boon

Take a look at this new dive light for lighting up your diving 
experience.

Zlight is a new canister dive light system manufactured by Rich-
ard Zade in Spanaway, Washington.  Richard has been building 
and testing these lights for over a year in some pretty rigorous 
settings.  It has been well received by cave divers who you know 
are very picky about the quality and reliability of their equipment.  
We’ve also been seeing more of them lately in the Puget Sound 
area too.  Good news travels fast.

The Zlight produces about 1200 lumens with four very efficient 
LED bulbs.  The light has five operating modes controlled by one 
switch that is well protected in the head of the canister.  There are 
3-levels of steady light, 1-rapid strobe level and 1-level that puts 
out an SOS signal.  

The spot intensity of the Zlight beam is very sharp but if you want 
to use the light to supplement your video or camera shooting, a 
very nice diffuser is included.  This softens and spreads the light 
nicely.

The light is packaged in a schedule 80 PVC tube.  Inside is the 
electronics and a six-pack of 3000 milliamp rechargeable batter-
ies.  A single charge will power the unit for about 2-hours on full 
power.  Operating at a lower range will extent the burn time.  A 
battery charger and a Goodman handle are included with each 
unit.

The complete canister and light unit weight about 4 lbs. dry and 1 
lb. wet.  Retail price is $349.00, plus postage.  For more informa-
tion or to place an order contact:

Richard Zade at rzaid@hotmail.com.  
Photos at http://www.underthesound.smugmug.com/underwater.
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Pacific Northwest Diver: Our Team
The Pacific Northwest is a large, diverse region with diverse interests in underwater photography and videography. In order to make it easier for you to submit 
information about photographers, dive clubs, and operators/resorts in your area we have key contacts for British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon. Since we 
are all volunteering our time and efforts, we also hope to spread the work-load so we will all have ample time for diving and photography!

Below are our contacts, please either get in touch with one of the regional contacts listed below, or contact editor Dan Clements directly.

British Columbia: Marli Wakeling

604.549.0095 | scubamarli@gmail.com
www.marliwakeling.com

Washington: Jim Boon

206.947.0297 | jamesboon@me.com
www.jimboon.com

Species ID: Andy Lamb

250.246.9770 | andylamb@telus.net 
http://www.cedar-beach.com/index.shtml

Oregon: Steve Billings

503.452.5197 | stevenbillings@yahoo.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/55273250@N00/

Editor/Publisher: Dan Clements

425.418.8755 | dan@e-clements.com
www.e-Clements.com
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